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Agenda

• What is Genealogy

• What resources are available

• How to use Ancestry



Genealogy is the Study of Ancestry by the tracing a 

line of descent backwards from yourself.

Family History is Genealogy that has come alive. 

You ancestors are not just names and dates. As 

you discover their stories, you can’t help but to 

enter into their world and know them.



What Are You Searching for?

•Questioning a family Lore?

•Trip planned & want to visit ancestor’s village?

•Want to learn ancestors health history?

•Find family members you lost touch with?

•Leave a legacy for your children?



Getting Started

• Collect the Data that you already have access to.

Check Family Bibles, Marriage Certificates, Birth Certificates, 

Death Certificates. Where families lived.

• Photos Label your photos on back with names approximate 

time & location.

• Document Family stories in as much detail as you remember.

• Interview Relatives Compare stories ASK: Where, When, 

how they lived, stories from their youth, jobs, friends, 

addresses, family traditions, when immigrated, did they learn 

the old language, local place of worship they attended.



Genealogy Websites

ancestry.com - Largest family history resource

U.S.- monthly $19.99 (2 week trial)

International - monthly 34.99

www.familysearch.org/en/ - FREE

MyHeritage.com – Basic is free - Subscription 
similar to Ancestry – not as popular

http://ancestry.com
http://www.familysearch.org/en/
http://MyHeritage.com


Additional Resources

1. FREE for NY Residents – Ancestry.com 

NY www.archives.nysed.gov/research/how-to-video-

ancestry

2. Municipal Archives NYC -

www1.nyc.gov/site/records/about/municipal-

archives.page

3. Top 25 Genealogy Resources -

www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/25-best-

genealogy-websites-for-beginners/

http://www.archives.nysed.gov/research/how-to-video-ancestry
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/records/about/municipal-archives.page
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/25-best-genealogy-websites-for-beginners/


Types of Records

•Census & Voter records. 72 Year Rule to protect privacy,  1940 census was 

released in 2012. The 1950 Census in will be released in 2022.  Most of 1890 

census burned in fire in 1921, causing a gap in information, search State 

Census & City Directories to get around missing data.

•Birth Marriage & Death records, Some states show records online, however if 

not found you can order from Vitalrecords.com for a small fee.

•Immigration & Travel. New York, Passenger Lists, 1820-1957, U.S. Passport 

Applications, 1795-1925, Ship Photos, to name just a few.

•Military-Draft, Enlistment and Service, Soldier, Veteran & Prisoner Rolls & 

Lists, Pension Records.

•Public Member Trees (use caution-don’t just copy others trees check that their 

information is accurate)



Many more places to search

City Directories

Land & Wills

Church History

Find a Grave

Social Security



Please Note:

Your library may have additional genealogy services 

available to cardholders. Please check with your 

library.



Creating Accounts



Ancestry - Create an Account

To sign up: Name, Email, Password, Credit Card, Address.

14 day Free Trial - credit card will be charged automatically unless canceled.

Can join and use Ancestry on the web or the App on smartphones/tablets. 



FamilySearch.org

First, Last name, User Name, Password

http://FamilySearch.org


MyHeritage.com



Using the Ancestry 
website



Ancestry - Start a new tree
by adding YOU



Add yourself to the tree



Your Tree



Open Tree



Click Manage Tree



Tree Settings



Public or Private Tree?



…Continued Privacy



Ancestry Privacy Breakdown

Public Private
• Others have view of your 

tree except for living people. 

• Allows you to find others 
who may have shared 
relatives to collaborate.

• Anonymous member to 
member email 
correspondence.

• Only limited info about 
individuals (name, birth year; 
birthplace)

• If a member wants to 
contact you they can ask for 
more information at your 
discretion.



DNA Testing

Ancestry 23 & Me

• $99 (sales $59-$69)

• Ethnicity estimate % by region.

• If YOU CHOOSE to share your 
DNA results  with other 
members, you can locate and 
communicate with relatives 
with common DNA.

DNA only

•Ethnicity estimate % by region. $99 
(sale $69)

DNA Health +Ancestry

•Ethnicity estimate % by region. $99 
(sale $69)

•Health & Traits Report
•Social Network to communicate 
with relatives with common DNA



Start at the U.S. Census

1790-1940 available

SEARCHING IS KEY 



Searching - a few tips

• Use Full Names
• Use a Woman’s Maiden name
• Add as much information about all Siblings
• Consider various spelling or misspelling
• Record dates by Day - Month - Year
• Record Places by City County State
• Look at the Census page before and after for more 

relatives.

Let’s start searching!


